HP) Historic small-town shopping districts are easy to find in the bay area. 28 
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RUBIO: | MAY 
VOTE AGAINST 
GOP TAX PLAN 


Florida Sen. Marco Rubio 
said that he will oppose the 
legislation unless it includes 
a larger expansion of the 
child tax credit. He wants 

to allow millions of families 
who pay payroll taxes but 

do not earn enough to pay 
income taxes to claim the 
expanded credit. Nation, 4A 
¢ Who reaps the benefits?: 
The tax plan offers wealthy 
companies tax breaks on 
profits they have overseas. 
Will those companies spend 
that money in a way that will 
help America’s workers and 
economy? Business, 4B 


Deadly sequence 
may be a homicide 


Plant City police Chief 
Edward Duncan said inves- 
tigators are working with the 
State Attorney's Office on 
possible homicide charges 
ina Dec. 8 traffic fatality. 
Local, 1B 


‘He was the last 
Renaissance man’ 


Loved ones pay their 
respects to Dr. Ferdie 
Pacheco, the ringside 
physician to boxing legend 
Muhammad Ali who was 
known as “The Fight Doc- 
tor,” on Thursday at the 
historic Centro Asturiano de 
Tampa building in Ybor City. 
Local, 1B 


Still in search 
of elite status 


Bucs quarterback Jameis 
Winston hasn't been a great 
signal caller, but he hasn't 
been terrible either. So how 
do you judge a 23-year-old 
who is nearing the end of his 
third season and still 
progressing? We take a 
shot. Sports, 1C 


»y 
Nice Friday 


* te te sh 
8am. Noon 4p.m. 8p.m. 
57° T29 70° 67° 


20% chance of rain 
More, back page of Sports 


» 
Follow the Buzz 


~ >a Stay up to date on 
C 


the latest news and 
Florida politics at 


events related to 
tampabay.com/ 
florida-politics/buzz/. 
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Federal Communication Commission Commissioner Mignon Clyburn, one of two Democrats on the five-member FCC, speaks 


to protesters outside the FCC building on Thursday who rallied against the end of net neutrality. 


The move means Internet providers can 
now choose to favor or block websites. 


Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — Fed- 
eral regulators voted Thurs- 
day to allow Internet provid- 
ers to speed up service for some 
apps and websites — and block 
or slow down others — in a 
decision repealing landmark, 
Obama-era regulations for 
broadband companies such as 
AT&T and Verizon. 

The move to deregulate the 
telecom and cable industry is 
a major setback for tech com- 
panies, consumer groups and 
Democrats who lobbied heav- 
ily against the decision. And 
it marks a significant victory 
for Republicans who vowed to 
roll back the efforts of the prior 


administration, despite arecent 
survey showing that 83 percent 
of Americans — including 3 out 
of 4 Republicans — opposed 
the plan. 

Led by Chairman Ajit Pai, the 
Federal Communications Com- 
mission and its two other GOP 
members on Thursday followed 
through on a promise to repeal 
the government's 2015 net neu- 
trality rules, which sought to 
force Internet providers to treat 
all online services, large and 
small, equally. The agency also 
went a step further, rejecting 
much of its own authority over 
broadband in a bid to stymie 
future FCC officials who might 
» See FCC, 6A 


Associated Press 
Lindsay Chestnut of Baltimore protests near the Federal 
Communications Commission building before Thursday’s vote 
to deregulate the telecom and cable industry. 


Court opens door for Scott to name 3 justices 


BY MARY ELLEN KLAS 
Times/Herald Tallahassee Bureau 

TALLAHASSEE — The Florida 
Supreme Court rejected a peti- 
tion Thursday that attempted to 
stop Republican Gov. Rick Scott 
from appointing three Supreme 
Court justices on the day he 
leaves office. 

The court said it couldn’t 
rule on an action that hadn’t 
yet happened, but the majority 
expressed no opinion on whether 
Scott would have the right to 
replace three justices who are 
forced to retire on the same day 
— Jan. 8, 2019 — his replacement 


is sworn in. 

In a majority opinion, in which 
Chief Justice Jorge Labarga 
joined the three conservatives, 
Justice Charles Canady, Ricky 
Polston and Alan Lawson, the 
court held that the legal action 
taken by the litigants, the League 
of Women Voters and the govern- 
ment watchdog group Common 
Cause of Florida, was premature. 

“Until some action is taken 
by the Governor, the matter the 
League seeks to have resolved 
is not ripe, and this Court lacks 
jurisdiction,” the majority ruled. 

But the decision was blasted 


a b- i = ‘A 
Gov. Scott will 
appoint new 

justices as his 


term ends. 


by Justice R. Fred Lewis, who 
warned that the court may have 
invited a “constitutional crisis” 
and created a dangerous prece- 


A 


Three liberal Florida Supreme Court justices, 
from left, Barbara J. Pariente, R. Fred Lewis 
and Peggy Quince will be forced to retire the 
same day that the governor leaves office. 


dent when the majority required 
“that illegal and unconstitutional 
conduct which produces disar- 
» See COURT, 11A 


Focus 

is on free 
speech at 
colleges 


Florida lawmakers 
want stronger 

rules amid First 
Amendment uproar. 


BY CLAIRE MCNEILL 
Times Staff Writer 

Rising up in defiance to 
Richard Spencer, hundreds 
of University of Florida stu- 
dents sounded off in a deafen- 
ing chant. 

“Go home, Spencer!” they 
shouted, as the exasperated 
white nationalist paced the 
stage, pleading to be heard. 

Were the students exercis- 
ing their fellow First Amend- 
ment rights? Or were they 
breaking the law by taking 
his event off 
the rails? 

That 
would be up 
for debate 
under a 
new “cam- 
pus free 
expression” 
bill filed in 
Florida this 
week. 

The part that may attract 
attention is the proposal that 
no student, faculty mem- 
ber or staffer can materially 
disrupt a scheduled campus 
event. That would include 
a student making a scene in 
the audience of a speech. 

“There could be a cause of 
action against that student,” 
said bill sponsor and fresh- 
man state Rep. Bob Rommel, 
R-Naples. 

Much of Rommel’s bill 
— like many of the campus 
free speech bills sweeping 
the nation’s statehouses — is 
fairly benign, underscor- 
ing existing protections. It 
would abolish “free speech 
zones” that designate areas 
for on-campus debate. It 
would pave a clear path to 
sue over trampled rights. 

The representative said 
the bill wasn’t drafted in 
response to any certain event. 
He hopes to ward off contro- 
versy before it comes to Flor- 
ida by reiterating to pub- 
lic universities that “every 
square inch” of their outdoor 
grounds should be a free 
speech area. 

His fellow sponsor, state 
Sen. Dennis Baxley, R-Ocala, 
said he is disturbed by a per- 
ceived shift away from the 
open exchange of ideas. 

“Now we're cordoning peo- 
ple off into little squares, into 
free speech zones,” Baxley 
said. “It is a growing concern 
that we’re dissolving into 
a very narrow view of the 
world that has to be politi- 
cally correct to a certain stan- 
dard, and if you have any- 
» See SPEECH, 11A 


Richard 
Spencer 


This season, it’s go for the holidays 


Arecord number of people — 107.3 million — will travel by trains, planes or automobiles. 


BY SARA DINATALE 
Times Staff Writer 


A record-breaking number of Americans are 
expected to travel this holiday season. 

The American Automobile Association projects 
that 107.3 million Americans will pack their bags 
and travel more than 50 miles by planes, trains, 
automobiles and other modes during the 10-day 
holiday period from Dec. 23 to Jan. 1. That’s 3.2 
million more people, an increase of 3.1 percent 


from last year. 


Florida’s numbers fall in line with the national 
trend: 5.6 million Floridians are expected to hit 
the road, an increase of 180,000 more residents or 
3.3 percent over last year’s figure. 

“Overall, our research shows that Americans are 
doing better than last year and want to go some- 
where for the holidays,” AAA assistant vice presi- 


dent Vicky Evans said in a statement. 


The number of Americans traveling has steadily 


» See TRAVEL, 11A 
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Traffic is busy during afternoon rush hour on Interstate 275 in Tampa, east of 


the Howard Frankland Bridge, in July. Imagine holiday travelers in the mix. 


Disney’s $52.4B deal 
bets on streaming 


New York Times 

LOS ANGELES — The Walt 
Disney Co. said Thursday that it 
had reached a deal to buy most 
of the assets of 21st Century Fox, 
the conglomerate controlled by 
Rupert Murdoch, in an all-stock 
transaction valued at roughly 
$52.4 billion. 

While the agreement is subject 
to the approval of antitrust regu- 
lators — and the Justice Depart- 
ment recently moved to block a 
big media company, AT&T, from 
becoming even bigger — the 
once unthinkable acquisition 
promises to reshape Hollywood 
and Silicon Valley. It is the big- 
gest counterattack from a tradi- 
tional media company against 
the tech giants that have aggres- 


sively moved into the entertain- 
ment business. 

Disney’s deal gives it the studios 
that produce the Avatar movies, 
The Simpsons and Modern Family 
and comes as the entertainment 
business goes through big chang- 
es. TV doesn’t have a monopoly 
on home entertainment anymore. 
There's Netflix, which is spending 
up to $8 billion on programming 
next year. Amazon is building its 
own library, having splashed out 
on global TV rights to Lord of 
the Rings. Facebook, Google and 
Apple are also investing in video. 
» See DISNEY, 6A 
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